
NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
OAKLAND CA

PERMIT NO. 8058

kensington outlook
59 arlington ave
kensington, ca 94707-1037

a publication of the kensington community council     volume 77 number 6

Available Online at www.KensingtonOutlook.com

K E N S I N G T O N

OUTLOOK
Bringing the Community Together

JUNE 2019

By Brenda Navellier
Kensington is in a “Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.” Both 

fire district ordinance and state law require that all home and prop-
erty owners remove flammable vegetation around their residences. 
Protecting your home and our community from the devastating 
effects of wildfire is the property owner’s responsibility.

 KFPD requests voluntary compliance and citizen involvement 
in the reduction of fire hazards. Fire department personnel 
will check for compliance with these standards beginning in 
May and will be issuing noncompliance notices to properties 

in violation by mid-June. Non-compliant properties will be 
declared a nuisance by the KFPD board at its July meeting. If the 
non-compliant property is still not voluntarily abated, the district 
will abate the property for the homeowner and add the cost, includ-
ing administrative fees, to the property owner’s property tax bill.

 In the past, voluntary compliance by the community has been 
outstanding, and we look forward to everyone’s cooperation 
once again. If you need guidance in resolving a fire hazard, 
please call fire prevention officer Damien Carrion at (510) 
215-4457 for assistance. To download a file of vegetation man-
agement guidelines, go to www.kensingtonfire.org/fire-hazard-
reduction-standards.

Get Rid of Those Weeds!

New Adventures, Old Friends
Kensington high school seniors off to new lives gathered on a sunny Sunday for the annual photo shoot for graduates. Filled with 

pizza and conversation, the seniors met friends, some of whom had not seen each other since their days at Kensington Hilltop. Let’s 
wish them the best of luck and continued adventures.

Front row, left to right: Shavase Shine, Albany High School, SCAD Art School; Coby Fan, Saint Mary’s College High School, Uni-
versity of Colorado, Boulder; Tyler Kavanaugh-Lynch, Maybeck High School, Emerson College; Haven Hibser, Oakland School for 
the Arts, Art Institute of Chicago; Tava Roby, Albany High, UC Santa Cruz; Tal Zvik, El Cerrito High School, enlisted into the Navy; 
Hannah Lane-Goldstein, ECHS, undecided; Jane Yarnell, ECHS, St. Andrews University; Flynn Cooper, Saint Mary’s College HS, UC 
Santa Barbara; Matt Garrison, ECHS, Cal Poly SLO; Isabella Mastevson, ECHS, UC Santa Cruz; Nolan Lojo, Saint Mary’s College HS,  
SF State.

Second row, l to r: Uma Owens, Albany High, Contra Costa Comm. College; George Miller, ECHS, Reed College; Amelia Meacham, 
ECHS, University of Puget Sound; Sophia Ortiz, ECHS, University of San Francisco; Eliana Tucker, Saint Mary’s College HS, UC 
Santa Barbara; Madeleine Daganzo, Saint Mary’s College HS, Chico State; Madeline Kaneko, Berkeley High, University of Wash-
ington; Elisabeth Wing, ECHS, UC Berkeley; Suzanne Nalle, Albany High, San Diego State; Grace Murphy, Albany High, College of 
Marin; Kalina Phillips, Saint Mary’s College HS, New York University; Georgia Thomsen, Albany High, Saint Mary’s College; Abigail 
Cain, ECHS, UC Davis; Nathan Magid, Jewish Community High School, Chapman University.

Back row, l to r: Jamaica Kalika, Albany High, Howard University; Nic Lauxman, Saint Mary’s College HS, University of Missouri @ 
Columbia; Will Blevins, Saint Mary’s College HS, University of Colorado, Boulder; Eamon Hartigan-O’Connor, Head-Royce, Brown 
University; Julian Holdenried, Saint Mary’s College HS, Denver University; Eamon Sherris-Watt, Saint Mary’s College HS, UC Santa 
Cruz; Noah Hattevick, Saint Mary’s College HS, University of Oregon, Aidan Ferguson, ECHS, Emerson College; Campbell Moco, 
ECHS, UC San Diego; Charlie Meacham, ECHS, San Jose State;  Graham  Adamson, ECHS, Boston College; Max Mueller, ECHS, 
Contra Costa; Taiyo Keilin, ECHS, UCLA; Reilly Manton , The Branson School, UCLA; Evan Quan, ECHS, UC Santa Barbara; Evan 
Garrison, ECHS, UCLA; Sebastian Dunn, ECHS, UC Santa Cruz; Beatrice Weier, Acalanes High School, Cal Poly SLO; Anna Weier, 
UC Riverside.

Not pictured: Luka Erdtmann, Berkeley High, Clearwater International Academy; Jack Flinchbaugh, Gunn High School, Tuffs Uni-
versity; Aaron Moore, ECHS, UC Berkeley.

Photo: Renee Hoyer-Nielsen
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The Kensington Community Council is dedicated 
to the improvement, development, and education 
of the community, and to the promotion of social 
welfare in Kensington. It enriches the community 
by providing educational and recreational pro-
grams for all ages and by publishing the Outlook, 
a monthly newsletter that covers local events and 
issues.

KCC also provides a forum for all Kensington 
community groups to meet and coordinate their 
respective efforts toward the common good of the 
community. 

Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are 
those of the writers and do not reflect the opinion 
of the Outlook, its editor, or the Kensington Com-
munity Council. Letters must be signed and include 
the resident’s phone number and address (which 
will not be printed). Letters 350 words or under 
will appear in the print edition (space permitting). 
Any letter over 350 words will be printed in the 
online edition only. Publication of letters and arti-
cles is subject to space and the editor’s discretion. 
Obituaries of Kensington residents are printed 
without charge. All material must be received by 
the 10th of the month preceding issue date; submit 
by email to editor@kensingtonoutlook.com. No 
press releases or PDFs; Word documents or text 
in the body of an email are acceptable. Use one 
space, not two, after all periods. 

Letters to the Editor 

JUNE 2019

Mapping the Paths
To the Editor: 

A colorful, new pamphlet on the Kensington paths has been created that includes a 
beautiful map and information on steps our Pathkeepers group is taking to ensure public 
access to routes that are useful today but potentially lifesaving in the event of a wildfire. 
This free pamphlet can be picked up at Raxakoul Coffee and Cheese on Arlington Ave. 
as well as each Sunday at the Kensington Farmer’s Market on Colusa Circle.  The map 
makes finding the paths easy and can be used for hikes throughout Kensington.

  The Pathkeepers continue to seek accounts of residents who have used the paths before 
1972.  This information can help us make the case that the paths are a public resource to 
which we should all have permanent, legal access. You can get more information on the 
paths and subscribe to news updates on our website, KesingtonPathkeepers.org.
Rodney Paul
Moving Past Gas
Dear Editor,

Reading of the Delforge’s greening their Kensington home (“350 Reasons to Make 
Your Home Eco-Smart”) was inspiring. Of particular note to me was their transition 
away from natural gas, resulting in what they describe as a healthier and more comfort-
able home. We often associate such benefits with a financial cost, but the appliances to 
heat our homes and water and cook with electricity are now on par with their fossil fuel 
brethren, and these appliances are so efficient that one’s energy bill should remain the 
same. There are even aesthetically cozy options to replace gas fireplaces.

 Beyond creating a safer and more comfortable home, moving on from natural gas 
is a very positive step forward for our environment. Methane, which makes up about 
90 percent of natural gas, is thirty times more potent a greenhouse gas than CO2, and 
our natural gas extraction and delivery infrastructure is very leaky, as can be our own 
meters and internal plumbing. Meantime, our electric grid gets greener every day, and 
we in Kensington have the option of choosing 100 percent renewable electricity with 
our local procurer, MCE. Our household will be joining the Delforges. I urge my fellow 
K-residents to consider the same, and would be delighted to share what information I 
have (meldanheaslip@gmail.com).
Meldan Heaslip
Where Will Our Police Department Go?
Dear Editor:

I’m not talking about the outsourcing issue, but where the police will be housed in 
Kensington. Currently both our fire and police departments occupy the Public Safety 
Building (PSB) at 217 Arlington Avenue, owned by the fire district.

 The PSB urgently needs renovation or replacement for safety reasons. To renovate the 
existing building to current seismic safety standards could reduce the space, leaving no 
room for the police. The fire district has identified what may be the only suitable location 
in Kensington for a new PSB for both departments on the park hillside adjacent to the 
library, a currently unused space. The police district owns the park. The lot requires an 
expensive seismic survey.

 The fire district board has asked the KPPSCD for over a year whether it can and would 
be willing to make this location available, assuming it passes seismic muster. The police 
board has ignored these two straightforward questions. They need to answer soon, since 
the cost of construction is escalating at 10 percent a year.

 No matter how we staff our police department, we need a home for them in Kens-
ington. The KPPCSD board must stop avoiding this issue and give the fire district an 
answer. If the answer is no, we then need a plan to house our police.
Paul Dorroh

 
JULY / AUGUST 2019 DEADLINES: 

Advertising Deadline  JUNE 8     
Editorial Deadline  JUNE 10

MARVINGARDENS.COM
We Know and Love the East Bay

We welcome our new agents Angela Xu and 
Leigh Schneider to Marvin Gardens.

Xiaodong (Angela) Xu 
We are proud to welcome Angela Xu to our Kensington office. 
Originally from northeast China, Angela worked in the tech industry 
before immigrating to the States in 2009, where she found a love of 
real estate. “ I enjoy working with all different kinds of people. I listen 
and I care about your satisfaction.” - Angela
                angela@marvingardens.com   510.621.8100

Leigh Schneider 
We are proud to welcome Leigh Schneider as our newest Marvin 
Gardens agent. Formerly with The Grubb Company, Leigh is excited 
to be working locally in the area she has known and loved for over 
fifteen years.  Her passion for homes and helping others realize their 
real estate dreams are what inspire her. Leigh shares her home 
with her two sons, both in our local public schools, and her Bernese 
Mountain dog, Lola.      leigh@marvingardens.com      510.390.0857

MARVINGARDENS.COM
510.524.0800

Affectionately known as the “Harry Potter House” 
679 Cragmont Ave, Berkeley  - 4br/2+ba - LP $1,495,000

1716 Dwight Way, Berkeley  - 3br/2ba  - SOLD $1,375,000

822 Talbot Avenue, Albany  - 2br/1.5ba  - SOLD $1,020,000

Whether buying or selling, our agents at Marvin Gardens 
provide tailored, hands-on, person-to-person service

from start to finish, throughout the East Bay.

232 Purdue Ave, Kensington  - 4br/2ba  - SOLD  $1,320,000

1161 Santa Fe Ave, Albany  - 3br/2ba - Pending   - LP $1,125,000
801 Coventry, Kensington - 3br/2ba   - Pending - LP $1,025,000
1500 Arch Street, Berkeley  - 3br/2ba - LP $1,300,000

1768 Manor Circle, El Cerrito  - 4br/3ba  - SOLD $1,390,000
16 Hammond Place, Moraga  - 4br/2ba  - SOLD $1,100,000

See Letters, page 6
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Community E ducation

KASEP Kensington Afterschool Enrichment Program

 
        

         

Congratulations on completing a successful school year!  We are gearing 
up for summer camp as it begins on Monday, June 10th. We wish you a fun 
and adventurous summer and look forward to seeing you in the Fall! Fall 
registration is scheduled on Tuesday, September 10th and classes will 
begin Monday, September 16th.

KCC Summer Camp 2019- Online enrollments are available now and avail-
able on your mobile device as well, http://kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org  

Summer is HERE!  KCC summer camp is filling up. We have a wonderful, 
caring and charismatic staff this year, waiting to play, engage and keep your 
child safe. KCC Summer Camp is for children entering first grade in FALL 
2019 up through 6th grade. This year’s camp is filled with exciting field trips 
around the bay such as The Jungle, Oakland Zoo, Lake Anza, and the ever 
popular Scandia Center to name a few. Each week there is a new place to 
discover! New this year is paddleboard lessons at 101 Surf Sports in San 
Rafael and swimming at the pool at McNears Beach.  

Camp starts Monday, June 10th and goes until Friday, August 16. You may 
enroll by the week. KCC camp offers tennis lessons, daily arts and crafts 
with an afternoon of sports & games along with a themed activity such as 
carpentry, hip hop dance, golf, STEM science projects, Legos, plus more! 

Online enrollments are available now. http://kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org  

 

 

Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention 

Tuesdays, 9:30-10:30am, RECREATION BUILDING - ROOM A $10* 
New location due to the community center construction

The tai chi class is based on Dr. Paul Lam’s Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall 
Prevention program, which has been taught to millions worldwide.     In 
the United States, it has been recommended by the Arthritis Foundation 
and the Center for Disease Control and Prevention for its effectiveness 
in bringing pain relief, improving balance, and significantly reducing falls.  
The class is suitable for all people, regardless of physical condition. It is 
however, especially helpful for people who may be experiencing some 
health difficulties. The exercises incorporate all the health enhancing 
benefits of regular tai chi, but focuses on movements that are safe and 
relatively simple to do.  
For further information, contact Nobuo at: nnishi50@gmail.com 

Tai Chi Chuan

Fridays, 9:30-10:30am, RECREATION BUILDING ROOM A, $10

A gentle martial art, tai chi is a safe, rewarding activity for people of all 
ages and all levels of health. Tai chi incorporates both mind and body. 
Nobuo Nishi, instructor, has been teaching for 18 years. 

KCC/KASEP Office: 59 Arlington Ave., Bldg. E (Across the grassy 
field above the tennis courts in Kensington Park), Kensington CA 94707. 
E-mail: kccrec@yahoo.com, or call 525-0292. M-F, 1:00-5pm.

Tennis Court Reservations: For weekends and holidays only, beginning 
at 9am. Call the KCC office for info. Court Fees: 45-min. singles reser-
vation: Residents: $2; Nonresidents: $5. Kensington Community Center

Rental Info: Please call Andrea at the KPPCSD (Kensington Police Pro-
tection and Community Services District) at 510-526-4141.

 
KCC Summer Camp Activities 
and Schedule 2019 
$310 per week; 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
July 4th (short week): $248
Field Trips on WEDNESDAY
*All Specialty Courses and Field Trips are subject to change*

Week 1 June 10 - June 14
 • Specialty: Carpentry with Sandy 
 • Field Trip: Pump it Up
Week 2  June 17 – June 21
 • Specialty: Art/Cooking with Vicky
 • Field Trip: The Jungle     
Week 3  June 24 – June 28
 • Specialty: SkyHawk Sports Medley with Victor
 • Field Trip: 101 Surf Sports & McNears Beach
Week 4  July 1 – July 5
 • Closed July 4, Short Week
 • Specialty: Art/Cooking with Vicky
 • No Field Trip
 • Friday Activity: Jumpy Houses and Obstacle Course  
Week 5  July 8 – July 12
 • Specialty: Skyhawks Sport (Golf) with Victor
 • Field Trip: Antioch Water Park
Week 6  July 15 – July 19
 • Specialty: LEGOs Play-Well Teknologies
 • Field Trip: Bladium
Week 7  July 22 – July 26
 • Specialty: SkyHawk Sports Medley with Victor
 • Field Trip: Scandia
Week 8  July 29 – August 2
 • OLYMPIC Week
 • Specialty: Ultimate Frisbee / Cooking with Vicky
 • Field Trip: Oakland Zoo
Week 9  August 5 – August 9
 • Specialty: Contemporary & Hip Hop Dance 
 • Field Trip: Bladium
Week 10 August 12 – August 16
 • Specialty: Girls INC (STEM)
 • Field Trip: Walnut Creek Clarke Pool
 •  Friday Activity: End of Summer Jumpy Houses and  

Obstacle Course

Morning Rotation: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
• Art and Crafts led by KASEP Teacher Vicky
• Tennis group lessons with Kim
•  Self-Directed Time: camper can play games inside or be outside 

(soccer, ping pong, card games, baseball, etc.)

Specialty Teacher Activity: 1:00 pm
•   Campers are broken into 3 groups, by age. Lesson is 1 hour for 

3 days a week (Mon, Tues, & Thurs). When lesson is finished: 
friend time, tether ball, ping pong, lanyards, and friendship 
bracelets take over.

• 1:00-2:00 Grades 1st – 2nd 
• 2:00-3:00 Grades 2nd – 3rd 
• 3:00-4:00 Grades 4th – 6th 
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CommUniTea Grows Unity
By Linnea Due

When artist Keiki Fujita sees a need, 
she tries to address it. It’s a good strat-
egy in which everyone benefits. Fujita 
works part-time at Raxakoul Coffee 
and Cheese on the Arlington, and she 
soon noticed that people needed a 
place to hang out. Then she checked 
out the single overflowing garbage 
can outside the shop. Plus she wanted 
Raxakoul to succeed as a going busi-

ness. What to do? Start a monthly gathering for the entire community.
 “People were coming in and staying a bit,” says Fujita. “I could see that this could be a 

real hub. First I thought tea tasting. Then I thought cheese and tea tasting. Then I realized it 
should have more of a focus, and that brought on CommUniTea.” The event started in Feb-
ruary, and by now has morphed into an outdoor gathering with music and a purpose beyond 
interactions. With a percentage of proceeds and donations, Marie Raxakoul and Fujita are 
raising money for a recycling container outside the store. “Kids get drinks, and five minutes 
later they put it in that trash can,” Fujita says. “I want to raise awareness about recycling 
and garbage.”

 Fujita’s idea landed on fertile ground. UC professor Tim Hampton came to one monthly 
tasting and suggested that perhaps his band could play. Now the Kensington Jazz Cats 
play at the CommUniTeas.

 “A mom came in, and she wanted to meet other moms in the neighborhood,” Fujita says. 
“I thought, let’s do a CommUniBaby group. We’re trying to make it a place people can 
gather, moms, teenagers, people having business meetings.”

 Owner Marie Raxakoul brings her cheese and charcuterie platters. “One guy ordered 
twenty cheese platters,” Fujita says. “Once we all know what we each other does, we can 
refer one another. That’s what I call uplifting each other.”

 The CommUniTeas are held on the third Saturday of the month, from 4-6pm. “We live 
in such a hectic world that the tea is usually a calming tea,” Fujita says. “It’s important to 
take time for yourself and slow down for a minute.”

 Fujita has a larger mission—one as big as the earth. “When we work together we can do 
good things,” she says. “It’s time for the old ways to go out the door. No more competi-
tion. Let’s make this world a better place, starting with our own community. Kensington is 
such a cool place. I grew up here. We have such amazing people. Once you start talking to 
people, you realize how much talent people have. So don’t just talk to people on the Inter-
net—get out and meet each other in person.”

The Right Stuff

RFPs Authorized by Police Board

By Linnea Due
 When Lewis Corriea needed a project to earn his Eagle Scout badge, he asked for 

suggestions from Scout Master Thomas Sherris-Watt. Sherris-Watt mentioned that the 
steps from the Community Center to the parking lot were pretty dodgy. A few days later, 
Corriea gathered up his father, who, he says, “is good with outdoor construction work,” 
and the two examined the staircase. “Those steps were really messed up,” Corriea con-
cluded. He and his father discussed what was needed, and Corriea checked on the county 

codes. He didn’t need a 
permit—but he did need 
a lot of volunteer help.

“The first day we did 
the demolition, and 
that took ten or twelve 
people. After that it was 
maybe six or seven.” 
Other scouts helped out 
with the staircase work, 
and Corriea notes that 
you learn a lot from 
assisting on multiple 
projects throughout a 
scouting career. He says 
that he had built fences 

before but had never taken on something as complicated as a staircase. The relationship 
of risers to landings is important in how comfortable the stairs are to climb.

 The biggest problem they ran into was a very large tree stump buried under the ground. 
“It was huge,” he reports. “And we saw the builders of the previous stairs, instead of cut-
ting it out, they just put the step off to the left. We spent a whole day cutting the root out 
so the step could go where it’s supposed to be. We made sure we did it the right way.”

 After the stairs were finished, Corriea said the intention had been to put in a handrail 
similar to the old version. But then he thought about a flight of stairs at his house. “I 
thought it’d be cool to have solar lights mounted on each post.” He proposed the idea to 
KPPCSD director Rachelle Sherris-Watt, and she gave him the go-ahead. The finished 
staircase is not only far more comfortable to climb than its predecessor, which required 
billy-goat stamina, but the lights give it an elegance entirely new.

 Corriea says that he’s finished all his merit badges and now must put his application 
together and send it off. If he’s approved, he’ll become an Eagle Scout. He is a junior, 
attending high school classes at Contra Costa College; his aim is to go into mechanical 
engineering, possibly through a program with the Air Force. “I’m still thinking,” he cau-
tions.

 KPPCSD funded the project, though Richmond’s Channel Lumber contributed at least 
half the lumber. Little Star Pizza and Fat Apple’s donated those all-important slices and 
snacks. Be sure to check out Lewis Corriea’s steps—you will be amazed at the vast 
improvement in function and form.

LICENSE #721226

AURORA 
PAINTING & DECORATING

Serving Bay Area Customers for 20 Years

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

WATERPROOF COATINGS 

WOOD RESTORATION 

COLOR CONSULTATION 
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SENIOR DISCOUNT 

BONDED • INSURED 

KENSINGTON REFERENCES

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

510 ·655 ·9267
www.aurora-painting.com

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

• Interior and exterior
• Waterproofing
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• EPA certified painters
• All work guaranteed

510.654.3339
www.omnipainting.com

By Linnea Due
 KPPCSD’s April 25 meeting must have disappointed those who hoped that a change of 

venue to the Arlington Community Church would encourage forbearance. On the docket 
was whether to authorize sending out requests for proposals to four police agencies: 
Albany, Berkeley, El Cerrito, and the county sheriff. Only the latter two are expected to 
respond to a “what can you offer us” smorgasbord of police services. Matrix’s Richard 
Brady said he would work with the board, KPPCSD general manager Tony Constantou-
ros, and the agencies involved to craft the proposals: “This is an open-ended opportunity 
[for your neighbors] to provide you with ideas.” Brady said that Matrix would prepare 
the RFPs and evaluate responses for an agreed-upon $12,000.

 Public comments ranged from “don’t waste more money on Matrix” to “let’s finish this 
process.” As part of a this-way-forward agenda, Constantouros revealed that he wants 
to hire an interim police chief to replace interim police chief Rickey Hull; this person 
would work no more than 960 hours (a retired annuitant would qualify) and would make 
no more than Hull, who would become a captain. This idea left some scratching their 
heads: Paul Dorroh asked why we would send out RFPs before we have the advice of 
this new hire, while Jim Watt asked why we would hire such a person at all, especially 
since in April we hired a new officer, and Hull had just informed the board in the chief’s 
report that another recruit is weeks into the background process, and he expects that to 
go through soon.

 Gail Feldman, representing the Kensington Property Owners Association, read portions 
of a letter that recommended chatting informally with neighboring agencies to see if they 
might respond to RFPs before spending $12,000 to formulate something that might garner 
no response. She also noted that KPOA did not support spending additional revenue on 
the department; all of Matrix’s options, in-house and out-, cost far more than we currently 
spend. Estimated costs of Matrix’s options are an additional $420 or more annually per 
parcel, over the $540 special tax already assessed for police services.

 In a later phone interview, Constantouros said that he had gone back and forth on 
KPOA’s suggestion. “There’s no harm in calling [the neighboring agencies],” he said. 
“But they’re very poor at returning calls. And you’re dealing in a changing environment. 
They could say they’re not interested, and a month later say they are—or the opposite…. 
Calling them isn’t going to matter much.”

 Constantouros explained the interim chief hire this way: “That person would provide 
an outside viewpoint and is someone who has past experience as a chief of police.” He 
said that he had contacted an organization that helps place retired chiefs. Of five possible 
candidates, three are still in the running.

 After many people commented, the board voted 4-1 (director Cyrus Modavi dissent-
ing) to authorize Matrix to pursue RFPs. Asked later if it was not unusual to have such 
an undefined target for an RFP, Constantouros said, “We need to get actual dollars for 
these services. The cost will help drive the decision process. We don’t have proposals 
from them. Proposals could come in much higher than expected or lower. Or we may not 
get any proposal. The purpose is to gather information, and the only way to do that is to 
do the RFPs. It’s easy for [an agency] to say they’re interested, but when it comes to the 
bottom line, they could have a different answer.”

 Before the vote, the meeting had its own mini-Pele event. Director Modavi explained 
that he had spent two to three weeks going over eight years worth of data—“not 
six months” like Matrix—and he emphasized that a lot of what the police do is not 
accounted for by calls for service, the standard Matrix used in its analysis. (Modavi’s 
report is on the district website as “25 CM Packet.pdf.”) Modavi’s myriad issues 
included Matrix’s billing, Kensington’s legal costs, and confronting Richard Brady about 
“When were you going to tell the community that Brown Taylor was associated with 
Matrix?” He held up a photo of a vacant space in a Kensington squad car where one of 
the “antiquated” onboard computers that KPD received from Albany would sit—except 
that it was out for service. Part of the pushback of Matrix’s figures is the study was done 
when unfamiliar software and over ten-year-old computers were frustrating officers 
trying to keep records of their calls. To his fellow directors, Modavi asked, “How many 
of you have sat in their cars and asked them what their days are like?”

 Director Rachelle Sherris-Watt responded that they each spent hundreds of hours in 
unpaid work to support community welfare and the department. When Modavi continued 
to talk, board president Eileen Nottoli banged the gavel and asked Modavi to “act like an 
adult,” which evoked both applause and shouts of “that’s rude.”

 Perhaps the most telling comment was Andy Gutierrez’s: “It may be that we keep our 
force. I don’t know that any agency wants to mess with us.”

Significant Gift Allows Coding and More
By Anne Forrest

The Kensington Community Council (KCC) gratefully acknowledges the award of a 
grant of $20,000 from the Elizabeth E. Bettelheim Family Foundation of Berkeley to 
enhance the Kensington After School Education Program (KASEP) for the children of 
Kensington.  The executive director of the Bettelheim Foundation, Ann Bettelheim, is a 
Kensington resident whose family members participated in past KASEP programs. With 
these funds, the KCC will be able to start a coding class for kids in the coming year, 
replenish our scholarship funds, and finally take care of much-needed maintenance to the 
nerve center of the afterschool program, Building E.  

Photo: Mark Altenberg
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RUTH FRASSETTO, CRS
CalBRE Lic. #00779030

Over 35 years of experience you can count on
510.697.8606 | 510.652.2133/414

 rfrassetto@grubbco.com
Visit GRUBBCO.COM for additional information about current listngs

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Data provided by East Bay Regional Data - MLS.

If you are considering selling your home or if you simply wish to know the value, call me!  The 
appointment is complimentary and confi dential.

G The GRUBB Co.

50 MARGUERITA ROAD
Stunning residence w/ panoramic views. 
Originally restored by recognized designer 
Sean Gaston & Bee Renovated. Upgraded 
to perfection, walls of glass & open concept 
modern design by Millar White c. 1953. 
         Originally o� ered at $2,448,000        

56 AVON ROAD
Classic New England style home with 
gorgeous Bay views! Tastefully updated 
while retaining the original character. 
Lower level with separate entrance. Near 
BART and TransBay/BART direct bus stops.

Originally o� ered at $1,298,000 

JUST SOLD IN KENSINGTON

321 VASSAR AVENUE
Completely updated by the current 
owner, refl ecting an artisans choice in 
quality materials. Sited on quiet cul-
de-sac. Blocks to Village shops, public 
transit and neighboring Berkeley.

Originally o� ered at $1,298,000

7 WESTMINSTER DRIVE
Kensington Jewel in prime location, just 
blocks from charming Village shops and 
restaurants. All on one level living in 
this circa 1939 Traditional blends with 
modern updates.

Originally o� ered at $998,000

Early Warning Systems 
By Michael Pigoni, Kensington/El Cerrito Fire Chief

The threat of a fast-moving fire, major earthquake, or other large-scale emergency 
should no longer be a surprise to residents of Kensington. The Bay Area is no stranger to 
major disasters such as the Berkeley fires in 1923, Loma Prieta earthquake in 1989, Oak-
land Hills fires in 1991, San Bruno Pipeline explosion in 2010 and even more recently, 
the devastating fires in the North Bay and Paradise. 

 Being notified early is a key element to survivability. The sooner you are alerted, the 
sooner you can take appropriate action. The Contra Costa County Community Warn-
ing System (CWS) is an extremely important service—and you need to register to get 
those warnings. At cwsalerts.com/registration/ click the Register button and follow the 
easy instructions. If your phone only accepts numbers in your contact list, save ten zeros 
(0000000000) to Community Warning System, as this is what the Caller ID will display. 

  Local residents should also sign up for NIXLE alerts. To register, text your zip code to 
888777. This will opt your cell number into the system to receive vital information from 
the Kensington fire or police departments. 

 Other means to obtain warnings are 
purchasing an inexpensive “Weather Radio” 
that will broadcast emergency informa-
tion, normally concerning weather, but the 
county has means to use it for any emer-
gency. There are also a number of apps 
for Apple and Google phones that provide 
emergency alerts. And check out what the 
Red Cross has available for severe weather 
and earthquakes.

July 19-28, 2019
El Cerrito High School 

Performing Arts Theater

Reserve your tickets:

The
Professional 

Tree Care Company
Caring for trees since 1978.
Our services range from consultation 

through all aspects of tree health care and
removal.We have a 100% recycle policy 

for all materials generated by our activities.
Certified arborists, licensed/insured.
www.professionaltreecare.com

510·549·3954 or 888·335·TREE
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DEY & NIGHT HOUSESITTING
Deys: 610–4638 Evenings: 233–1848

JOHN DEY,
Owner

13 Years Experience

Excellent 
References

JohnCDey@Gmail.com

    

 
 
 

   Town Meetings 
KCC-June 3, April Kensington Community  
Council, 6:30pm. 525-0292 Building E 
KPSC-June 10, Kensington Public Safety Council 
Earthquake/Disaster Preparedness 2nd Mondays, 
6pm. 501-8165 
KARO/ECHO-June 10, Amateur Radio Operators, 2nd 
Mondays, 7:30pm. 524-9815 
 
 
 
 

KFPD-June 12, Fire Protection District  2nd Wed., 
7pm. 527-8395  
KIC-June 24, Kensington Improvement Club 4th 
Mondays, 7:30. 524-7415 
KPPCSD-JUNE 13, JUNE 27, Police Protection and 
Community Services District 7:30pm. 526-4141 
Kensington Farmers’ Market Live produce & live 
music every Sunday, 10am-2pm, Colusa Circle

Letters   
...from page 2

JUNE 2019

Follow the Clues
Dear Editor:

We’ve been subjected to four anonymous mailings recently, the latest and most offensive 
attacking our Chief of Police in an arrest 16 years ago for which no charges were filed by 
the District Attorney and for which he was exonerated in an internal investigation.

 Here are some clues to help understand where this may be coming from. The deter-
mined obfuscation—the envelope mailed from San Jose with an untraceable postal 
permit and the heavy redactions in the reply to a PRA request—itself provides a clue 
as to who or what party is responsible, i.e., who would be damaged or compromised if 
identified as the mailer. Another clue is the obvious expense, implying the message sent 
is of commensurate importance to the mailer.

 Then there is what is hidden under the redactions. Here (via a resident’s PRA request) 
it’s revealed that the first PRA was requested by a private investigation firm—another 
expense, and some lawyers’ names familiar to those who follow police matters.
Bill Benson
Why Is Kensington Safe?
Dear Editor:

We are extraordinarily lucky to live in a town with very low crime and almost no vio-
lent crime. Of course, part of that is our location, but the hilly streets of Kensington are 
safer than the neighboring Berkeley and El Cerrito hills. The other big factor is our local 
police force.

 For the past two years patrols are significantly up. Even though our department has 
been seriously understaffed and underequipped in terms of technology, they spend much 
of their shifts simply driving our streets, looking for something out of the ordinary.

 As patrols have increased (shown by increase in fuel use for vehicles as well as anec-
dotal reports), crime has gone down. Much of what our local police do is crime preven-
tion—for example, a few weeks ago, an officer came house-to-house on Edgecroft Road, 
alerting residents that there was a prowler seen in the area and reminding them to keep 
all doors and windows locked.

 At the meeting recently in which the Matrix report was presented to the community, 
resident after resident got up and praised the response time for calls and the extra service 
we get to prevent the necessity of calls. Our police know our neighborhoods and are 
quick to spot something unusual and check it out. This is the kind of service we could 
only get from a dedicated force and why we have twice voted special tax assessments to 
keep our local Kensington police force.

 It's not surprising that you see "Keep Our Police Independent" signs scattered around town. 
We have one of the safest places to live in the Bay Area, and I hope we can keep it that way.
John Stein
Why Not Hold a Vote?
Dear Editor:

At its April 25 meeting, the police board voted 4-1 to have Matrix prepare an RFP for 
submission to four agencies requesting their bids to provide some or all police services 
for Kensington. While responses to the RFP may provide invaluable information for 
the future of the KPD, this vote raises several questions that need to be answered as the 
process moves forward.

 In October 2009, the board adopted an ordinance that any decision to contract out 
police services requires prior approval of the Kensington electorate. Will the board put 
the question of contracting out to a vote, assuming they receive a proposal, as required 
by the ordinance and if not, why? 

 Putting aside any questions about the enforceability of the ordinance, why would the 
board risk litigating that issue rather than allowing the residents to vote on a matter of 
such importance to the future of Kensington police services? Does the board majority 
feel, despite the strong opposition expressed at the Matrix information meetings and 
election of a director whose platform opposed contracting out, nonetheless believe the 
community wants to contract out its police services? If so, why not hold a vote?

 This discussion may ultimately prove academic if El Cerrito, the only agency that 
expressed any interest in taking over the KPD, does not respond to the RFP. It is none-
theless important for the board to make clear its intentions and the reasons the majority 
seems so committed to eliminating the independent Kensington Police Department, 
irrespective of what many Kensington residents may prefer.
Dane Gillette
All Hands on Deck
Dear Editor:

While the question of how to manage police services dominates local news, what 
likely keeps more of us awake at night is the threat from wildfire. In the midst of a home 
remodel, I’ve become fairly obsessed with the fire threat for new reasons on top of all the 
old ones. 

 At the recent Kensington Property Owners’ Association annual public meeting, fire 
chief Mike Pigoni and fire district board president Julie Stein had much news on this 
front. “The wheels of government turn slowly,” as Pigoni said, but they do appear to be 
turning in the direction of emergency readiness. 

 Among Stein’s many updates on board projects was the promise to hold a commu-
nity forum later this year on the question of the long-overdue retrofit or full-blown 
replacement of the Arlington Avenue police and fire station, known as the Public Safety 
Building. This is a terribly complex challenge, and I hope everyone in town will take an 
interest. State-of-the-art fire services should be our top priority, and that can’t happen 
without the right physical plant.  

 A few qualified residents may also have the opportunity to serve alongside fire board 
directors on their Emergency Preparedness Committee, a welcome development for a 
board that traditionally excluded members of the public from its committees. There are 
reasons to be hopeful about Kensington’s wildfire readiness, but all hands on deck are 
essential. Please get involved in any way you can. Train for CERT. Reduce fuel load on 
your property. Go to meetings. Sign up for alerts. See Kensingtonfire.org for more.
Sylvia Elsbury

What You Can and Cannot Expect in a Disaster
By Katie Gluck

The Kensington Public Safety Council (KPSC) will host a presentation to help you better 
understand what you may be facing and dealing with in a disaster. Come to the Arlington 
Community Church, 52 Arlington Avenue, Saturday, June 29, from 10am-12noon.

 To help explain what you can and should not expect we have as guest speakers 
Interim Police Chief Rickey Hull, Fire Marshal Dave Gibson, Rex Delizo, district 
manager of Stege Sanitary District, Mona Favorite-Hill, EBMUD spokesperson, and 
Pamela Purdue, PG&E senior public safety specialist.

 During a disaster, things happen fast, and you should be as well informed and 
prepared as possible in order to ensure your safety and survival. We will also have 
members of CERT and other emergency response people on hand to help advise and 
guide you through your preparations.

 Please RSVP to Kensingtonpsc@gmail.com so that we have an idea of how many 
will be attending. This presentation is free and open to all. Bring your friends, neigh-
bors, and your questions.

Passings
Irwin Dennis Horowitz was born January 4, 1953, in New York City. He 

arrived in California as a small child and immersed himself in California 
culture. He attended EC High School where he wowed his fellow students 
with his acting ability, perhaps most memorably in his role as Walter Hol-
lander, the ugly American tourist in Don’t Drink the Water or as the Spider 
King. Although Irwin was accepted to study acting at The Julliard School, 
he could not shake his love of the Bay Area and chose to attend SF State.  

 In 1977, Irwin married the love of his life, Helen Kopp, which added three sisters to 
his life—Maxine, Julia, and Lisa—as well as a lifelong love of boxer dogs. On Veteran’s 
Day in 1980, Irwin & Helen’s son Jay joined the family.  The Stork delivered Evan three 
short years later. 

 Irwin and Helen were over-the-moon when Evan married Thao Nguyen in 2010.  Westley, 
Marshall, Kaila, AKA the gang of three or the Horowitz grandchildren, are a blessing.

 Irwin’s commitment to public service was second to none. He was a Scouter Extraor-
dinaire for over twenty years. He served as district commissioner of Herms District and 
Eagle Scout advancement advisor. He enjoyed teaching scouting classes such as Leave 
No Trace and leadership training.

 Irwin left the world better than he found it. We were all enriched by his generosity and 
sense of humor. He will be missed dearly.  

D’JOUR 
FLORAL 

of 

KENSINGTON 
GARDENS 

(formerly D’Jour Floral & Boutique)

Judy Pope 
Designer/Owner

Phone for an appointment 
or to place an order:

510 • 525 • 7232
EMAIL:

antiquesdjour@aol.com

Please be sure to note flowers
in the subject line.

WEB:
www.djourflowers.com

www.elcerritoflowershop.com

NEED A QUICK BOUQUET? I’LL HAVE READY-MADE BOUQUETS AT COLUSA MARKET 
AND AT RAXAKOUL COFFEE AND CHEESE MARKET ON THE ARLINGTON.

D’JOUR OF KENSINGTON GARDENS
offers only the finest floral arrangements and gift baskets, 

backed by prompt and friendly service. I am available by appointment 
to take care of your floral needs for parties, holidays, 

small weddings and home decor. 
I will be available on a limited basis in July and August as I will be on vacation.
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If you’re interested in buying, selling, or finding out 

your home’s value, give us a call or stop by 

the Zip Code East Bay office.

zipcodeastbay.com
a certified B Corporation & Green Business

3 8 0  C O L U S A  AV E N U E ,  K E N S I N G T O N  ·  5 1 0 . 3 2 3 . 3 6 6 9 

At Zip Code East Bay, we are a boutique brokerage focused on building 

community through real estate. We bring a unique combination of local market 

knowledge, the latest technology, and a creative, human-centered approach. 

C h e c k  o u t  o u r  l a t e s t  s a l e s

PENDING  442 Modoc Ave, Oakland . 4BR, 2.5BA . $1,920,000
SOLD  715 Coventry Rd, Kensington . 4BR, 2.5BA . $1,530,000
SOLD  93 Arlington Ave, Kensington . 4BR, 2BA . $1,450,000
SOLD  812 Balra Dr, El Cerrito . 3BR, 2BA . $1,130,000
SOLD  800 Arlington Blvd, El Cerrito . 3BR, 2BA . $1,100,000
SOLD  7109 Plank Ave, El Cerrito . 4BR, 2BA . $1,075,000
SOLD  838 Miramar Ave, Berkeley . 2BR, 1BA . $960,000
SOLD  843 Santa Barbara Rd, Berkeley . 2BR, 1BA . $914,000

Locations:
Arlington Community Church (ACC), 52 

Arlington Ave., 526-9146
Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave., 

524-3043
Unitarian Universalist Church of Berke-

ley (UUCB), 1 Lawson Rd., Kensing-
ton, 525-0302, www.uucb.org

Ongoing:
Jazzercise with Kevin Knickerbocker-

Mondays-Fridays, 9am $20 class or $55 
unlimited per month. ACC.

Kundalini Meditation, Mondays, 7-8 pm, 
(1st-timers: req'd intro by appt at 6:30. 
RSVP amrita@heartofc.org). Sug. don 
$15, $10 sr/std. ACC.

Mindful Yoga with Wendy Beckerman
Tuesdays, 9:15am, bring yoga mat. $18 drop-

in or discount for series. ACC.
Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention  

Tuesdays, 9:30-10:30am, Building E at the 
park, $10

Israeli Folk Dance Wednesdays, $6, lessons/
beginners 8pm, request dance party starts 
at 9pm. ACC.

Tai Chi Chuan Fridays, 9:30-10:30am, 
Building E at the park, $10

June
June 1 Anti-Child Trafficking Seminar 

with Lucia Ray-Gullien, Anti-Human 
Trafficking program manager and 
Gordon Jackson, director for Protect 
Prevention Education. UUCB, 10am-
1pm, free.

June 2 Youth Spirit Artworks rep-
resentatives, who work with youth 
18-25 developing job skills, will 
bring a Tiny House and talk about 
their housing project for homeless 
youth. UUCB, 9:30am. Free.

June 3 Build with Keva Planks These 
small blocks are only ¾” wide by 
4 ½” long and all the same size. 

Amazing structures and designs can 
be made with them! Fun for both 
individual and group projects. Kens-
ington Library, 3-4pm. Free. Best for 
ages 5 through grade 6.

June 3 Kensington Library Knitting 
Club “The Castoffs” All levels wel-
come. Please bring your own needles 
and yarn. Learn new stitches, share 
your talents, and meet new friends. 
6:30pm, free.

June 4 & 25 Family Storytime Lots of 
picture books, songs, rhymes, and fun! 
Stuffed animals & pajamas welcome. 
Kensington Library, 6:30pm. Free.

June 6, 13, 20 & 27 Baby & Toddler 
Storytime Stories, songs, puppets, 
scarves, shaky eggs, and loads of fun! 
Kensington Library, two identical ses-
sions 10:15am & 11:15am. Free.

June 6, 13, 20 & 27 Read to Dogs! 
Each week one to three calm & gentle 
therapy dogs will be at the library, 
waiting for kids to read to them (or 
parents of younger kids can do the 
reading). 2:30-3:30. Free.

June 8 Kensington Symphony Orches-
tra Concert: Symphonic Scandina-
via. UUCB, 7:30pm. $25 general, $20 
seniors over 65 and students.

June 9 Rev. Dr. Phil Lawson, former 
minister of Easter Hill Church, 
co-founder of GRIP, and Richmond 
social activist, talks on social jus-
tice. UUCB, 9:30 am. Free.  

June 6 Are You Recycling Wrong? 
Greg Christie of Bay View Refuse and 
Recycling answers recycling ques-
tions. All are welcome. ACC, free. 
Potluck supper at 6pm and program at 
7:15pm.

June 9 Person of the Planet Speaker: 
Dr. Robert Epstein, 7pm, free, ACC. 

Kensington Calendar Dr. Epstein will discuss Califor-
nia's accomplishments and goals in 
addressing climate change in the 
coming decade.

June 10 Author Talk and Book Sign-
ing. Local author Mark Schapiro will 
discuss his book Seeds of Resistance, 
on the state of the world’s food supply 
and the people dedicated to saving 
heirloom seeds worldwide. Kensing-
ton Library, 6:30pm. Free.

June 10 Woodblock artist Tom Kil-
lion shows a selection of prints and 
discusses his artistic inspiration. 
Presented by the El Cerrito Art Asso-
ciation, 7pm, El Cerrito Community 
Center, 7007 Moeser Lane. 

June 11 Sterling Johnson the Bubble-
smith Sterling Johnson has performed 
versions of his remarkable hand-
blown bubbles for over 45 years. 
He is the only person to ever put a 
bubble inside a bubble inside a bubble 
onstage without any tubes or straws, 
and the first person to walk com-
pletely through a bubble film! Kens-
ington Library, 6:30pm. Free.

June 16 Anna Rabkin, author of From 
Krakow to Berkeley, Autobiography 
of a Survivor talks on social justice. 
UUCB, 9:30am. Free. 

June 17 Create a Pollinator Habitat 
in Your Garden Want to create a b         
uzz-worthy pollinator garden? Think 
Mason bees live in jars? UC Master 
Gardeners will discuss the basics of 
creating a pollinator habitat.  We’ll 
take a broad look at the key elements 
required to attract pollinators and 
a “hands-on” exploration of native 
bee habitats you can create to attract 
Mason and Leafcutter bees. Kensing-
ton Library, 6:30pm. Free.

June 18 Family Art Night! Green Art 
Workshop's "Space Crafts." Three... 
two... one... liftoff! Travel to the moon 
and back with us in this cosmic art 

program. Learn about the atmosphere 
beyond our planet and contemplate 
navigating these extreme environ-
ments. Inspired by scientific discover-
ies, explore the depths of our galaxy 
and your imagination to create a 
three-dimensional up-cycled galactic 
scene. Best for ages 8 and up, but the 
whole family is encouraged to attend. 
Kensington Library, 6pm. Free.

June 20 Bridge Night, 6pm, ACC. 
Monthly potluck and bridge play at all 
levels for ACCers and new guests.

June 23 Nadya Tannous, education & 
advocacy coordinator at Interfaith 
Peace-Builders (Eyewitness Palestine) 
and general coordinator of the trans-
national Palestinian Youth Move-
ment, talks on social justice. UUCB, 
9:30am. Free. 

June 24 Kensington Library Book 
Club Discussion of Framley Parson-
age by Anthony Trollope. 6:30pm. Free.

June 25 DIY SOAKERS! An event 
so amazing we had to capitalize it. 
Come in and build your own super 
soaker. Parent help gladly welcomed. 
After everyone has built their soaker 
we will go outside and test them by 
squirting everyone except the librar-
ian. (Okay, maybe you can squirt him 
too.) Kensington Library, 1pm. Free.

June 29 What to Expect in a Disaster 
Kensington Public Safety Council 
puts on a show with police, fire, Stege 
Sanitary, PG&E and others. See story 
in centerfold. 10-noon, ACC.

June 30 Social justice talk by Dr. Gail 
Simpson, UUCB member and Opera 
Frontier artistic director, “Return to 
Ethiopia: An Opera-Circus Collabora-
tion.” Ethiopian coffee will be served. 
UUCB, 9:30am. Free. 

June 30 Installation of Reverend Nate 
Klug as pastor, 2 pm, ACC. The com-
munity is invited to join us for this fes-
tive occasion. A reception will follow. 
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A C K L E Y  P R O F E S S I O N A L  PA I N T -
ING SERVICES 40 years experience makes 
a difference! We strive for clear communi-
cation and follow-through. Free estimates. 
License#528381. 510-232-8896, cell: 510-
220 - 4 021 l a r r ya ck ley1953@ ya ho o.c om 
. 
AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING. 
Interior, exterior, waterproof coatings, wood res-
toration, color consultation. License #721226. 
Kensington references. 655-9267 for free estimate. 
 
BR I DGE PA I N T I NG  pa i nt s  hou ses! 
Top quality, int /ext, A-1 prep. for lasting 
f inish, Sr. discount, fully ins., Lic. 639300, 
free est., see display ad inside. 232-3340 

COLLECTIONS OF U.S. & WORLD-
WIDE STAMPS & STAMP COLLECTIONS 
WANTED. Revenues & Locals. New & used. 
Smaller & larger quantities. Please contact to 
arrange a meeting and/or viewing. Call 510-
529-9033 or e-mail: donaldsellis@yahoo.com 

D’JOUR FLORAL has assorted bouquets available 
both at the Raxakoul Coffee & Cheese  Market on 
Arlington Ave and Colusa Market on Colusa Ave. 
For home delivery call Judy at 510-525-7232 or place 
your order online at: www.elcerritoflowershop.com  

DESIGN-BUILD-CONTRACTOR - Kens-
ington area resident with 40+ yrs experience in 
residential remodeling/renovation, specializing 
in handicap accessibility. New kitchen? Add a 
second bathroom? ADU/Tiny house? Lots of local 
references. Learn more at: Yelp or www.bay-
woodbuilding.com - Call Robert at 510-798-5808. 

DESIGN, PERMITS, PROJECT MAN- 
AGEMENT for your additions, remodels and 
major upgrades by retired architect/builder 
Also home repairs. Call Rob 510-717-4037 

ELI SPILSBURY CONSTRUCTION AND 
PLUMBING - 21 years experience in home remodels 
& plumbing. Specializing in stairs, doors, windows, 
trim, drywall, decks, fencing, water damage repair, 
sewer rooter, plumbing installation and repairs. Large 
& small jobs. 415-747-2428. elispilsbury@yahoo.com 

EXPERT PAINTING BY RAFAEL – Kensing-
ton References. Interior/Exterior. Senior Discounts.  
Reasonable rates. Free Estimate. Call Rafael at  
510-459-6431 or email: rafael.estrada@att.net 

FURNITURE: Repairs Refinish Retrofit .   
Sensible, lasting workmanship by 3rd gen-
erat ion f ine furni ture  maker,  Huttonio 
Brooks .  526 -4749 .  www.hu t ton io . com  

GARDEN CARE, CLEANUP & MAINTE-
NANCE – Experienced team of 2 dedicated to the 
art of gardening. Garden restoration, pruning, veggie 
bed installation at affordable rates. Call Chris at  
510-655-0157 or email: douniajlomri@gmail.com 
 
K ENSINGTON CONTR ACTOR –  K itch -
ens & baths, exper t home repai rs, paint ing,  
w a t e r p r o o f i n g .  R e l i a b l e .  L i c # 6 0 6 63 4 
Thomas Cunif f Const r uct ion 415-378-2007  

KUNDALINI MEDITATION - Monday eve-
nings at Arlington Community Church. Info/
RSVP:  amrita@heartofc.org  Phone: 917-2349 

PET ER the PA I N T ER– Su m me r Spe c ia l! 
G e t  a  f r e e  e s t i m a t e  f r om a  Ke n s i ng t o n 
f avo r i t e .  I n t / Ex t  L ic .  I n s .  510  575 -3913 

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER - Quality  
Headshots to Family Portraits. Nan Phelps  
Photography located at 398 Colusa Ave. 
Learn more at nanphelps.com or YELP. Con-
tact: nan@nanphelps.com or phone 528-8845. 

SKILLED CARPENTER – Local contractor 
since 1975 – small jobs: doors, windows, drywall,  
interior or exterior, framing or finish. Lic.#330626.
Senior discount. Jim Allen 510-526-4399      
  
UNIQUE, BEAUTIFUL & SUSTAINABLE 
GARDEN DESIGNS. Knowledgeable & artis-
tic design team transforms yards into magical & 
durable gardens. We work in collaboration with 
each client to create spaces that reflect our clients’ 
vision & story. www.greencanvasdesign.com email: 
greencanvasdesign@gmail.com 510-655-0157  

WINDOW CLEANING – 30 years in the 
biz. Homes or commercial. Free estimate.
References available. Call Cathe at 510-
524-9185 or email: cathed@sbcglobal.net 
  

Classified  
Ads

BAKING WITH PRIDE SINCE 1984

CAFÉ & BAKERY
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

372 COLUSA AVE
KENSINGTON CA 94707

(510 ) 596 -9935

M–F: 7AM - 5PM WEEKENDS: 8AM - 4PM

VISIT US ON THE WEB @ WWW.SEMIFREDDIS.COM
OR AT OUR STORE IN BERKELEY, 3084 CLAREMONT AVE.

SEMIFREDDI’S

Elite Car Service
Long-term Kensington resident 
providing reliable and courteous 

transportation for the entire East Bay.
To and from SFO and OAK airports 

as well as transportation around town.

� Call Tim 
at 

(510) 926-0121
TCP: 28594

KENSINGTON 
DEYLIVERY
• A New Community Serv ice •

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CALL (510) 610-4638.

~ Brought to you by John Dey & Night Housesitting ~

• A delivery service for 
community residents.

• Sponsored by community-based 
businesses.

• Customized same-day 
deliveries to your doorstop.

• Single and/or multiple orders for only $7.

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY-OWNED ALTERNATIVE 
FOR ALL YOUR HAULING NEEDS.

RESIDENTIAL  •  COMMERCIAL  •  TRASH REMOVAL
OVERGROWN VEGETATION CLEARING  •  QUALITY WORK

(510) 367-5695 
WWW.TRASHPATROL.COM

or dial 510
�

HAULING
4 2 8 - 5 4 6 4

BRIDGE
PAINTING

Careful Preparation 
for a Lasting Finish!

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
Interior • Exterior

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

232-3340
Insured PL & PD • State Lic. #639300

Lakefront Summer Camp • Ages 4-16 
Free Transportation • Free Extended Care

10 East Bay Bus Stops

roughingit.com/visit   925.283.3795

Join us for an Open 
House and Camp Tour!

Have you heard about the new Cytopoint allergy
treatment? If interested, set up an appointment.
Mention the ad for $10 off your exam in the month
of June.

MORTUARY • CEMETERY • CREMATORY 
CHAPEL & URN GARDEN

Complete Funeral Facilities within One Gate…

Traditional Services & Cremation Specialists
One Location Serves All Your Needs

Eliminates Lengthy Cross Town Processions

CENTRALLY LOCATED IN 
THE EL CERRITO HILLS, 

OVERLOOKING SAN FRANCISCO BAY

BEFORE YOU DECIDE, COMPARE OUR PRICES, 
SERVICES AND FACILITIES

101 COLUSA AVE.
Located At The Top Of 

Fairmount Ave.
• EL CERRITO •

F.D. Lic. #1079

525-5111
Locally Owned & Operated

D . A . F L O W E R S  
& C O M PA N Y,  L L C

Comprehensive 
Personal Financial Planning 

& 
Investment Management

fee-only 
call for a free initial consultation

David A. Flowers, CFP®

Kensington Resident
(510) 868-2648

2213 5th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710
info@daflowersandcompany.com

www.daflowersandcompany.com

Design/Build
Earthquake Strengthening

Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls

Drainage  •  Remodels •  Additions
Leak Investigations

Property Purchase Inspections 

510.524.8058
www.IronwoodEngineering.com

License B444427

See April/May police logs next issue.

           
Renovating the Community Center Takes Everyone 

Countless volunteer hours built Kensington’s Community Center. Now the build-
ing must be brought up to code to make it safe and accessible to everyone. Honor 
the work done in the ‘60s and onward through the years by contributing now to the 
Kensington 360o fund.

 We thank community members who have already stepped up and financially 
supported the upcoming renovation, which will start this summer. If you can help, 
please visit the Kensington 360o website: www.kensington360.org to donate online 
or checks can be mailed to Kensington 360o, 59 Arlington Avenue, Kensington, CA 
94707. Your friends and neighbors who have already donated and/or pledged:

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We welcome matching gifts, and all donations are tax-deductible. Thank you for 
your continued support!

2 Anonymous Donors
Gloria Morrison
Lisa Caronna
Tom Dean
Ciara Wood
Italo and Suzanne Calpestri
Susan and Ron Yourd
Elena Caruthers and Anthony Knight
Chris Sorensen
Wendy Morrison 
Lynn Wolter
Amy and William Resner
Betty Ann Engel
Marina and Andrew Gutierrez
Patrick and Cara Marasco
John and Lynn Price

Chris Swanson and Sneha Patel
Farhat Daud
Mr. and Mrs. Mock
David Hampton and Lillian Fujimoto
Chris Hall
Jim Fisher and  
Katharine Mieszkowski
Danny Scher
David Fike
Lauren Burns
Barbara Altenberg
Dorothy Kaplan
Jon and Anne Forrest
Peter and Eileen McNally
John and Barbara Perkins
Ann Harlan and Phil Zimmerman


